
Class 2.1 summary: Interdisciplinary research and governance 

1. Definition 

 The concept of governance is new, it emerged in the twentieth century. In our context, it can 

be understood as the way society is informed with the purpouse of involving people in decision making. 

It is important to know how the concepts came about because when we talk about different governance 

concepts we consider how companies are organized or how the government is done in different places. 

 Governance faces problems like climate change, water, and solid wastes. There are several 

challenges that governance faces, such as water degradation, decrease in volume, different fluids and 

waste. An example is the case of the water crisis in São Paulo. Environmental governance faces the 

reduction of biodiversity and climate change. There is a lack of governance and management of the 

institutes. It is important for governance to introduce civil societies and that this society is engaged. 

Governance is the current issue, more actors need to be informed and the advice is important to help 

with decision making. 

 Governance respects people and their values. Talking about governance is important and 

helps to reduce inequality, transparency, accountability. On the other hand, it increases the 

effectiveness and engagement of people. The government in some countries, such as the United 

States, that are no longer part of the climate agreement, do not want the citizens involved in politics, 

they want to discuss alone. In these countries, there is a serious governance problem that interferes 

with the global governance agenda. 

2. Ocean governance 

 Governance of the oceans deals with a number of problems such as pollution, overfishing, 

plastic in the oceans, among others. It needs regulation, as there are different attitudes between 

countries, and on that basis, agreements need to be made. This way we could take better advantage 

of resources, deal with corruption, and make better investments, to guarantee socialeconomic 

development. 

 Governance needs a strong network, bringing together politics and society, where different 

actors take the place to talk. In governance, you frame and you rule. Governance is the way that 

governments operate, creating agreements that provide conditions for talking, agreements that can be 

political and institutional. There is a low coordination of the collective to work on problems, a low 

organization of those who mobilize to fight. As an example of a successful organization, we have Green 

Peace, Doctors Without Borders, etc. However, in Brazil many people are wanting to organize to fight 

for the community. Society plays an important role in achieving equality. 

3. Future challenges 

 For governance an action is needed, decisions making at meetings have to be more relevant 

than today. Nowadays, meetings are fragile, but people even in the face of these obstacles remain 



united. The interdisciplinary organization is important because it is necessary to train interdisciplinarity. 

In addition, it is important to talk between different areas of knowledge. On governance in the oceans, 

it is important that we be able to talk among ourselves, increasing interdisciplinary understanding. 

 On governance and science, scientists need to be more democratic, creating different forms 

and approaches to understanding the environment. One of the problems for the ocean is pollution, an 

example is the plastic in the oceans, which occurs due to the predatory forms of consumption. Only 

governments are not effective in combating these problems. In these cases, there is a large governance 

gap. Which makes us weak in these scenarios, since the associations are weak at world level. We 

have to pay attention to how to include different actors in these situations. Science has to be even more 

interdisciplinary, dialog between different areas of knowledge needs to be promoted, this way we can 

participate in terms of governance and public policies. 

 And how do we promote empowerment? We must be more representative, we have to act 

beyond the internet. Governance has to be more democratic, if not it will fail. Particularly in 

environmental causes. Society needs to reflect on these issues. 
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