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Anthropocene refers to a new and/or current geological era, in which human (anthropogenic) activities have               
progressively altered the earth’s stability, resulting to drastic and supposedly irreversible changes. The term              
Anthropocene has become very popular nowadays. However, some scientists do not believe that we are               
already living in this new era. Stuart L. Pimm said: “I hate the term Anthropocene. It is a term that has no                      
meaning. It obfuscates the simple statement that human actions now change planetary process”. Despite the               
great use of the term Anthropocene, it is still not considered as a geological era because it has not yet been                     
evaluated and approved. Therefore, scientifically speaking, we are still in the Holocene. Identifying and              
quantifying planetary boundaries that must not be transgressed could help prevent human activities from              
causing unacceptable environmental changes. Three of nine interlinked planetary boundaries have already            
been overstepped – biodiversity loss, nitrogen cycle (biogeochemical flow boundary), and climate change.             
The global perspective of environmental protection involves mechanisms that are not in the sphere of               
nations. Oceans issues transcend national boundaries and comprise a situation in which stakeholders and              
different groups interact. Oceans governance should have a joint action of state, NGOs, social and               
environmental movements and private sector. Rules, norms, policies are institutional arrangements that            
structure the interaction between politics, economy and society, capable of promoting the conservation of              
natural resources of common use. All countries should integrate and function with a similar pattern so that                 
conservation can be carried out in the same way throughout the world. 
 
There are several types of international ocean related agreements: International Maritime Organizations,            
United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS), Convention of Biological Diversity (CBD),               
Access to genetic resources (Nagoya Protocol), Global Climate Change (UNFCCC, Kyoto Protocol and Paris              
Agreement), Regional Fisheries Management Organizations (RFMOs) and International Seabed Authority          
(ISA). We have a long history of multilateral environmental agreements (1850-2016). In the period of               
1990-1994, the world became more interdependent and more globalized because of the number of treaties,               
protocols and amendments ratified. Ocean problems are closely interrelated and need to be considered as a                
whole and international agreements should be all linked or need to follow similar strategies. UNCLOS was                
adopted and signed in 1982, at the end of almost ten years of negotiations (1973-1982), within a more global                   
perspective while developing new rules. In UNCLOS maritime zones, the territorial sea has 12 nautical miles                
(NM) and starts after archipelagic waters, the contiguous zone has 24 NM, the exclusive economic zone has                 
200 NM (including the 24 NM of contiguous zone; allowing navigation with advance notice) and high seas                 
starts after the exclusive economic zone. RFMOs are international organizations formed by countries with              
fishing interests in an area. Some of them manage all the fish stocks found in a specific area, while others                    
focus on particularly on highly migratory species, notably tuna and associated species, throughout vast              
geographical areas. As examples of these organizations, we have ICCAT, IATTC, CCSBT, WCPFC and              
IOTC. ICCAT (International Commission for the Conservation of Atlantic Tunas) assessed the effectiveness             
of the agreements in the period from 2004 to 2013 and it was shown that bluefin tuna recovered over years                    
and this trend is still going on. 
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Regional seas program follows three UN Sustainable Development Goals (SDG): Goal 12 – Sustainable              
Consumption and Production; Goal 13 – Climate action and Goal 14 – Life below water. The action plan is                   
based on a region’s particular environmental concerns and challenges as well as its socio-economic and               
political situation. Ecologically or Biologically Significant Marine Areas (EBSAs) are special areas in the              
ocean that serve important purposes, in one way or another, to support the healthy functioning of oceans and                  
the many services that it provides, e.g. uniqueness or rarity; special importance for life history stages of                 
species; importance for threatened, endangered or declining species and/or habitats; vulnerability, fragility,            
sensitivity or slow recovery; biological productivity; biological diversity; naturalness. High sea areas do not              
have any legislation about its water’s jurisdiction (Biodiversity Beyond national jurisdiction- BBNJ). From the              
environmental analysis on anthropic impacts, as marine litter, overfishing, pollution, policy fragmentation,            
scientific uncertainty and low engagement from society under climate change impacts/events, UNFCCC was             
adopted in 1992. It focused in oceans and carbon sink. But in the Paris Agreement of 2015, the latest step in                     
the evolution of the UN climate change and charts a new course in the global effort to combat climate                   
change, it focus more in forests and does not mention oceans as a carbon sink. 
 
Global governance of the oceans is fragmented, complex (actors, factors and processes), built by patchwork               
of norms and currently many soft laws, and pertains to different interests and power relations between states.                 
The 2030 UN Agenda of Sustainable Development Goals should make connections between different goals              
to promote integration among them. However, challenges are numerous, e.g. impoverishment of coastal             
population, loss of biodiversity, overfishing, altered food chains, biological invasion, poorly regulated            
exploitation of biological and mineral marine resources, lack of enforcement and compliance, inadequate             
environmental remediation processes, etc. The resources and their use by humans should be monitored, and               
the information should be verified and understood at relatively low cost by all stakeholders for effective                
governance. Thus, science and diplomacy should both be used for international engagement to develop,              
sustain, or enhance relationship between countries. Leaders (state or individuals) are important in all              
multilateral negotiations (e.g. Hegemonic stability). The concepts are political constructs, resulting from            
power relations (military, economic and technological). The interdependence is a fact, but it does not               
constrain the behavior of States. Society must be engaged. Science must be taken into account at all levels. 
 
For the future it is necessary to control anthropic action (Anthropocene), coordinate coastal countries with the                
international community, manage the connections within natural and social systems – socio-ecological            
complex systems. Governance mechanisms considering vulnerability, resilience, adaptation, robustness, and          
adaptive capacity or social learning will be of utmost importance. Governing systems must become adaptive. 
 
“The future is where we want to be…and we should fight for that.”(Gonçalves, 2018). 
 
We appreciate the organisers of the programme for the great topic including the speaker. In addition we                 
commend the participation of the group members of summary writing 4.1. 
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