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The presentation approached the IPBES – Intergovernmental Science-
Policy Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services, giving special focus to 
the America’s assessment report. 

The complexity of current science challenges, the lack of consensus on 
many important issues and the importance of establishing policies in small and 
larger scale actions, demands the creation of a Platform that discuss current 
issues related to environmental questions. 

The Platform aims to better understand questions such as “Are we actually 
losing biodiversity on global and regional scales?”, “If so, does it matter to human 
well-being (and in what ways)?”, “What are the drivers of the changes?” and 
“What are policy options to address the drivers?”. 

Differently from other frameworks, the IPBES is committed with the use of 
indigenous and local knowledge as legitimate system. The same way, the 
Platform use plurality of worldviews in interpretation of findings. One compromise 
of IPBES is to put this into practice. 

So far, the IPBES have produced three main documents: Thematic 
assessment on Pollinators and Methods Assessment on Scenarios, Four regional 
Assessments (Am, Af, ECA, AP) and the Thematic Assessment on Land 
Degradation and Restoration. 
Following, the presentation focused on the Americas’ Assessment and 
approached seven steps for this process (listed below). 
 

1.Background to the report and context of the Americas’ Assessment  

The chronological process of production for the Americas’ assessment as well as 

the hierarchical structure of experts team and data on contributions (number, 

reviewers and governments) were presented. For the report, the America was 

divided in subregions: Caribbean, Mesoamerica, North America and South 

America. 

  

2. Current Status of the Americas 

Data on ecoregions, key biodiversity areas, biodiversity hotspots, species under 

high risk of extinction and species domestication were presented. The values 

presented evidenced on the importance of the Americas’ in the context of 

biodiversity distribution and importance, inclusive for human use. Besides that, 

data on the cultural diversity of Americas, GDP and HDI highlighted the 

participation of the Americas’ in an economic and environmental scenario. 



   

3. Nature’s Contributions to People in the Americas 

The Americas’ holds high capacity to produce nature-based materials consumed 

by people and to assimilate by-products from their consumption, which 

contributes directly to water security, energy security, livelihood security and non-

material contributions. 

 

4. Drivers of change in nature, nature’s contributions to people and quality 

of life 

Indirect anthropogenic drivers of change in nature, nature’s contributions to 

people and quality of life such as population and demographic trends, 

unsustainable patterns of economic growth, weakness in governance and 

inequity were pointed as drivers of change. Although the North American present 

the lower taxes of population growth, the region is the main responsible for the 

emission of GHG in the Americas. 

Regarding the direct drivers, the assessment point to habitat conversion and 

fragmentation, overexploitation/overharvesting and climate change. 

 

5. Trend and projections 

The presentation shows data on loss of corals (more than 50% by the 1970’s) 

followed by a more recent bleaching; loss of forest area; loss of dryland habitat; 

mean species abundance. Besides that, the assessment showed a decrease in 

nature’s contribution to people, such as water supply. Data also show that people 

in the Americas dependency in cultivated biofuels and hydropower has increased 

as well as humanity’s ecological footprint in each subregion of the Americas.  

 

6. Policy options 

The speaker presented initiatives that have been currently make a difference, 

such as protected areas, ecological restoration projects and strategies for making 

human-dominated landscapes. For improve results, the assessment identified 

some possibilities such as taking into consideration short and long-term trade-

offs, mixed governance systems, behavioural change, tabulation of instruments 

and integration with economic and social development sectors. 

Regulatory mechanisms, incentive mechanisms and rights-based approaches 

were also cited. 

 

7. Knowledge Gaps 

Biodiversity still poorly mapped. In order to improve that, more comprehensive 

assessments of costs, benefits and values are necessary. Integration and 

comparison of data from different sectors and scales remain a problem. Non-

material nature’s contribution to people (NCP) that contribute to quality of life 

should be assessed. There are missing links from direct drivers, to changes in 

biodiversity and NCP. Still, there is need to identify the factors that affect the 

ability to generalize and scale up or down the results of individual studies, besides 

better evaluate the impacts of short-term and long-term policy and programmes. 


