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09h30 - 11h00 | Class 11.1 - Setting the context: The challenge of governance in 

marine social-ecological systems (Anthony Charles) 

 

Alex Cabral dos Santos, Jose Antonio Sanabria-Fernandez, Juliana Lourenço 

Gonçalves, Adeoye Matthew Olusola  

 

In this talk, Prof. Dr. Anthony Charles exposed the key ideas in the efficient Ocean 

Governance and the inherent components of these ideas. This summary has 4 critical 

concepts, that we need to understand: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Firstly, he showed the catastrophic collapse of the cod fishery in Canadian waters 

and the major drives and socio-economic consequences of unsuitable fisheries in 

Canadian and international waters. Also, he exposed how difficult it is to assess catches 

in ocean. Further, Prof. Charles detailed the 10 key ideas in Ocean Governance. The 

first key idea are the Values, such as International Respect; Importance of Place; Food 

Security; Ecological Sustainability and Resilience & Diversity.  

The second idea are the Objectives, in detailed, the Sustainability objectives are 

priorities to the international governance. The third idea are the Systems, basically this 

idea has the aim to connect efficiently the natural and social systems, and to conserve this 

relation. The fourth idea is composed by the Pillars of Sustainability. This is composed 

in three pillars: Ecological, Social and Economic Sustainability. The three pillars are 

integrated by Institutional Sustainability.  

The Resilience is the fifth idea. Resilience is a property of a fishery system, 

implying that all its components (including ecological, human and management) can 

persist or ‘bounce back’ following unexpected shocks. In this way, the fishery resilience 

has four “ingredients”: (i) resilience of the ecosystem, (ii) resilience human communities, 

(iii) resilience socioeconomic structure and (iv) resilience management institutions. The 
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sixth key idea is the Scale. Currently, the focus of the scale is a relevant factor to achieve 

efficient results at diverse scale levels, such as Local, National, Regional and Global.  

The Uncertainty is the seventh key idea. This is composed by the complexity of 

the systems and the attitudes. The Rights (the eighth idea), we need understand the 

human, biological and ecological rights. Moreover, how we incorporate the rights into 

ocean governance. The Global Drives are the ninth key idea. They are composed by three 

sub goals: (i) Sustainable Development Goals - increasing attention to human rights, 

poverty alleviation, enhancement of food security & food sovereignty; (ii) Good 

Governance - to ensure that fisheries will have secure tenure and management rights to 

participate in decision-making; and (iii) Fish Stock Depletion - converges with initiatives 

for trade reform, leading to active discussion of the nature and role of subsidies in 

fisheries. The last key idea is the Interdisciplinary and Integration of Information and 

Communities. In fact, this key idea is the essential tool to achieve the other ideas. 

Then, he talked about the key approaches in ocean governance. Firstly, Dr. 

Charles spoke about the 17 United Nations sustainable development goals. Especially 

number 14, related to life below water. The role of human dimensions has in the concept 

of Ecosystem-Based Management (EBM), social, cultural, economic, political, legal and 

institutional in EBM implementation. The necessity of integrated holistic approach to 

managing human-uses and the focus on processes, institutions, ocean zoning and marine 

spatial planning.  

The implementation of Marine Protected Areas (MPA), as essential tool for 

conservation and sustainable use. One of the Aichi targets, number 11: “managed, 

ecologically representative and well-connected systems of protected areas & other 

effective area-based conservation measures”. In synthesis, we have to take in account the 

people Factors’ of Successful MPAs. They are: Find Suitable ‘Entry Points’, Effective 

Governance, Make Participation Meaningful, Costs Matter as much as Benefits, Support 

Local Communities, Deal with Displacement, and Shift Underlying Attitudes. 


