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1. What is governance for you?

• Do you use this term/concept?
• If so, in which opportunity/context?
• … and with what meaning?
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2. Governance: an historical approach

 Governance: a moving etymology...
• Governance, as well as government, derives 

from the Latin term “gubernare” and/or from 
the Greek term “kubernân” which mean “to 
steer a ship”.
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 A moving etymology….

• In France
• XIII century: for the Artois and 

Flandre bailiwicks, 
« gouvernance » = government

• XVIII century: the Age of 
Enlightenment: 
« gouvernance » = illustration 
of the willingness to combine 
an enlightened government 
with the respect of the people ’s 
interests and values

• In England
• Middle Ages (XIV century?): 

governance = the sharing of 
power between the different 
constitutive bodies of the 
medieval society

• Stemming from the works of 
the mediaeval historians, this 
concept first belongs to the 
academic Anglo-Saxon world  
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• then the concept falls into disuse up to the 30’s…



  An economic approach
… before reappearing in the economic area: 
• 30 ’s -70 ’s: governance = the whole set of mechanisms 

implemented by a firm to lead co-operations more efficient 
than the market (Coase, 1937; Williamson, 1975).

• 80 ’s: corporate governance = shareholders involved in the 
firm management

• 90 ’s: governance = institutional framework allowing to reduce 
the transaction costs . It is the base for the World Bank 
definition of good governance
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…a political approach… 

At the same time, in the political area: 
• 80 ’s:in the UK political sciences: local government vs. 

urban governance  = the governments’ ability to define 
and implement policies and to take responsibility for 
their governmental functions.
– new process of government resulting from a different share 

and organisation of power (Rhodes,1996; Die,1990; Casteigts, 
2003)

• government: one centre of power, governance: multiple 
centres of power
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…an international perspective

• Governance in the international arena
– 80’s: international relations: global governance = set of 

common rules implemented to reach a structured 
globalisation

– WB: governance = institutions and rules (institutional 
framework) needed to help the development of 
developing countries ; i.e. use of political authority and 
control related to a society’ resource management in 
order to  guarantee its own social and economic 
development.
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Different scales of governance 

Global governance, for a structured globalisation
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Urban governance and territorial 
governance:  

Multi-stakeholders and 
multi-scales universes, 
where actors ’s 
interactions and 
coordinations tend to 
collective actions

Corporate 
governance: 
shareholders involved 
in the firm 
management



… In the socio-political area 2
– main features of the socio-cybernetic approach:
• multiple stakeholders
• inter-dependency between social, political and 

administrative bodies
• shared goals
• blurred limits between public, private and non 

governmental bodies
• multiple action, command and control mechanisms

• i.e, governance is mainly an issue of coordination 
between different bodies, including the State
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In the socio-political area 3

b. Governance as auto-organised network: 
stakeholders networks are auto-organised, 
autonomous and self-governed
• main characteristic: a significant independence from 

the State (less authority and more implication in 
collective actions by using decision support tools).
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Common points of the previous 
approaches

• Evolution of public policies
• Heterogeneity of the stakeholders involved in 

the management of public affairs
• Dependency of the stakeholders in collective 

action, that leads them to define and discuss 
shared goals 
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3. Governance applied to the 
environment 

• Context: 80 ’s: globalisation, change in the 
traditional geopolitical framework, 
international conferences related to the 
environment
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Is governance well suited to discuss the main 
issues related to the environment?

– Complex systems, large range of scales (local to 
global), multiple stakeholders, common pool 
resources

– society as whole is concerned by environmental 
issues  need of participative public policies

– governance is a way to legitimate environmental 
policies
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What are the limits of the concept?…

• public debate captured by experts and 
lobbying groups

• a lack of control of the efficiency of the 
environmental policies.
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Is governance well suited to discuss the main 
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